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VII. 

Hi/lory  of  a Cafe,  terminating  fuccefsfully,  in 
which  an  Inverted  Uterus  was  extirpated . 
By  Mr  Alexander  Hunter,  Surgeon,  Dum- 
barton. 

A YOUNG  woman,  about  five  years  after 
her  marriage,  became  pregnant  for  the 
firfi;  time.  During  geftation,  fhe  had  no  un- 
common fymptoms,  except  a great  tendency 
to  fleep ; which  was  often  fo  exceffive,  that, 
notwithfianding  all  her  exertions,  fhe  could 
not  keep  herfelf  awake. 

On  the  27th  of  January  1795,  fhe  was  ta- 
ken in  labour;  and,  after  a few  hours,  deli- 
vered of  a flout  boy.  The  placenta  was  foon 
after  delivered. 

A very  confiderable  flooding  dire&ly  took 
place,  and  continued  till  fhe  fainted.  It  then 
abated. 

She  took  a draught,  compofed  of  elix. 
vitriol,  and  tindl.  theb. ; was  ordered  to  be 
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kept  cool;  and  to  take,  now  and  then,  a little 
port-wine  and  water. 

Next  day,  fhe  was  tolerably  eafy,  but  had 
got  no  water  made.  Complained  of  faintilh- 
nefs,  and  continued  in  this  lituation  till  about 
fix  the  following  morning ; when  fhe  became 
very  uneafy,  from  the  diftenfion  of  the  blad- 
der. 

The  urine  was  drawn  off  with  a catheter ; 
and,  as  fhe  complained  of  fome  preffure  on  the 
neck  of  the  bladder,  I introduced  my  finger 
into  the  vagina,  and  felt  a tumor,  of  the  fize, 
and  nearly  the  iliape,  of  a large  pear,  adhe- 
ring to  the  uterus  with  great  firmnefs.  The 
apex  had  projected  beyond  the  os  uteri,  which 
was  foft,  and  eafily  dilated.  The  hand  was 
introduced  into  the  uterus,  and  an  endeavour 
made  to  feparate  the  excrefcence,  by  pulhing 
the  finger  between  it  and  the  womb,  but  with-/- 
out  effect;  and  the  woman  turning  faint,  obli- 
ged me  to  delift. 

On  the  following  day,  the  tumor  had  de- 
fended conliderably.  Again,  an  attempt 
was  made  to  feparate  it,  by  infinuating  the 
fingers  between  it  and  the  uterus ; but  it  Hill 


failed.  All  this  time,  the  woman  was  eafy, 
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except  when  her  water  troubled  her.  Slept 
well,  and  had  a tolerable  appetite. 

As  it  was  not  probable,  that  the  water 
could  come  away  without  affiftance,  in  the 
piefent  lituation  of  the  tumor,  and  as  the  pa- 
tient was  at  a confiderable  diftance  from  me, 
I inftrudled  a neighbour  of  her’s  how  to  ufe 
the  catheter ; and  determined  to  wait  the 
further  progrefs  ot  the  difeafe. 

On  the  eighth  day  after  delivery,  her  huf- 
band  came  to  me  in  a great  hurry  ; and  told 
me,  that  the  lump  was  come  down,  but  that 
the  end  of  it  was  ftill  fall. 

I went  to  her,  and  found  the  tumor  pro- 
truded ; and,  together  with  it,  the  whole  body 
of  the  uterus  completely  inverted.  Pains, 
iimilar,  and  nearly  of  equal  ftrength,  with 
thofe  in  labour,  had  come  on,  about  hall  an 
hour  before  the  protrufion. 

As  1 had  never  feen  any  cafe  of  inverfion, 
it  gave  me  much  alarm.  With  fome  difficul- 
ty, the  lump  was  feparated  from  the  fundus 
uteri,  to  which  it  ftrongly  adhered.  I endea- 
voured then  to  reduce  the  inverfion.  But,  af- 
ter ufing  every  mean  that  I could  think  ot, 

and  fometimes  confiderable  force,  lor  about 

two 
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two  hours,  without  the  fmalleft  alteration,  it 
was  thought  bell  to  leave  oft'.  During  the 
whole  trial,  the  patient  felt  110  pain ; and  al- 
though the  womb  was  feveral  times  fqueezed 
with  confiderable  force,  it  appeared  infenlible. 

The  leaving  the  uterus  in  that  fituation,  gave 
me  a great  deal  of  uneafinefs.  And,  being 
afraid  that  expofure  to  cold  would  produce 
fatal  fymptoms,  after  confiderable  trouble,  it 
was  forced  back  into  the  vagina,  in  its  in- 
verted ftate. 

Next  day  ftrong  pains  came  on  ; and  it 
was  again  protruded. 

The  womb  was  a fecond  time  returned 
into  the  vagina  ; and  continued  in  that  fitua- 
tion for  eight  days.  During  all  that  time,  no 
pain  was  experienced,  except  the  flight  in- 
convenience of  drawing  off  the  water  twice 
a-day. 

On  the  morning  of  the  ninth  day,  the  pro- 
lapus  again  took  place,  attended  with  pains  as 
formerly.  It  was  now  wilhed,  that  it  might 
be  allowed  to  remain  in  that  ftate,  as  the 
water  would  be  thus  difcharged.  And  the 
fupporting  it  with  a bandage  might  be  bet- 
ter than  ufing  force  to  place  it  in  an  unnatural 
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fituation  within  the  vagina.  Excepting  a 
flight  fhooting  of  pain  through  the  tumor,  no 
other  uneafinefs  was  yet  felt. 

When  the  womb  firft  came  down,  it  was 
nearly  of  the  fize  of  a finall  pine-apple,  and 
felt  hard.  The  fecond  time  it  was  fmaller, 
but  ftill  harder.  Before  returning  it  into  the 
vagina,  a trial  was  always  made  to  reduce  it ; 
but  after  the  firft  time,  the  fundus  was  only 
dinted  by  any  force  that  could  be  ufed. 

The  profpecft  before  the  patient  was  now 
deplorable.  The  reftoring  the  uterus  was  ab- 
folutely  impracticable  ; and,  if  allowed  to  re- 
main in  its  prefent  fituation,  it  muft  be  very 
diftreffing. 

About  a fortnight  elapfed  in  this  way, 
when  a new  let  of  fymptoms  took  place.  A 
difcharge  of  a thin  watery  nature  began  to 
flow  from  the  whole  lurface  of  the  womb, 
which  gradually  increafed  in  quantity,  and 
became  fo  extremely  foetid,  that  it  was  very 
difagreeable  to  enter  the  room.  And,  though 
great  attention  was  bellowed,  the  bed  was  al- 
ways wet.  Her  ftrength  was  foon  much  re- 
duced. And,  notwithftanding  a liberal  ufe 
. of 
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of  bark,  elix.  vitriol,  and  port-wine,  fevere 
hecfiic  attacks  came  on. 

In  this  Hate  of  the  bufinefs,  no  plan  could 
be  figured  for  faving  the  patient,  without 
amputating  the  uterus.  Every  endeavour  I 
had  ufed,  for  procuring  information,  either 
from  medical  men  or  books,  left  me  Hill  in 
the  dark  ; as  in  every  cafe  of  inverfion  men- 
tioned, not  one  was  to  be  found,  where  the 
patient  had  furvived  for  any  time,  unlefs  the 
womb  was  diredly  returned.  But,  after  con- 
fidering  that  the  organ  was  not  immediately 
necefiary  to  life  ; that  very  extenfive  wounds, 
even  in  its  diftended  Hate,  has  been  made, 
without  any  ill  fymptoms ; and  that,  in  its 
prefent  fituation,  the  fundions  were  for  ever 
deftroyed ; indeed,  that  it  was  now  only  a 
burdenlbme  mat's  ; and  the  woman  herfelf 
withing  eagerly  to  be  relieved  from  the  mi- 
ferable  way  file  was  then  in ; it  was  determi- 
ned to  extirpate  it. 

1 began  the  operation,  by  fixing  a firong 
ligature  on  the  neck  of  the  tumor,  clofe  to 
the  os  externum.  But  being  fearful  of  fpaf- 
modic  affedions  from  this  comprefiion,  I 
waited  fix  hours  without  proceeding  farther. 
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During  all  that  time,  however,  no  complaint 
was  made,  no  pain  was  felt. 

With  a fcalpel  the  whole  uterus  was  then 
cut  off,  clofe  to  the  ligature.  Still  neither 
fymptoms  of  pain,  nor  even  unealinefs,  were 
perceived.  And,  I believe,  the  operation  was 
over  before  the  patient  knew  it  had  been  be- 
gun She  was  then  laid  to  reft,  and  an  opiate 
adminiftered. 

During  the  night,  Hie  flept  well ; and,  next 
morning,  was  very  much  refrefhed.  The 
heCtic  fymptoms  went  off ; her  appetite  re- 
turned ; and,  in  fourteen  days,  ftie  was  able 
to  get  out  of  bed.  At  the  end  of  a month, 
ftie  was  perfectly  recovered. 

Since  that  #tiine,  ftie  has  enjoyed  a very 
good  ftate  of  health  ; except  now  and  then, 
fome  touches  of  hyfteric  headach,  and  fome- 
times  Hitches  and  plethoric  fymptoms  in  the 
fpring  and  funimer  months.  She  does  not 
menftruate,  although  ftill  a young  woman. 
She  has  a tendency  to  obefity,  and  even  all 
her  precautions  cannot  counteract  it. 

From  what  happened  in  the  preceding- 
cafe,  it  will  probably  be  allowed,  that  the 

womb,  when  not  in  an  inflamed  ftate,  may- 
be 
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be  handled,  or  even  wounded,  without  pain  ; 
that  the  whole  of  it  may  be  cut  off,  without 
injury  ; and  that,  in  cafe  of  inverlion,  attend- 
ed with  fevere  flooding,  if  the  womb  cannot 
be  returned,  the  haemorrhage  may  be  prevent- 
ed, by  tying  a ligature  round  the  neck  of  the 
uterus. 

Some  months  after  this  cafe  happened,  I 
gave  the  uterus  to  Dr  Jeffray,  of  Glafgow, 
who,  I believe,  Hill  has  it. 
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A Jingular  variety  of  Chorea  Sanci.  Vit.  . confi- 
derably  relieved  by  the  ufe  of  the  Argentum 
Nitratum.  By  Dr  Thomas  Hall,  Phyfician , 
Eafl  Retford , Nottingham/hire. 


THE  following  Cafe  was  not  diawn  up 
with  a view  to  exalt  above  the  reft  of 
its  kind,  any  one  particular  article  in  the  Ma- 
teria Medica,  (though,  in  the  fequel,  I think, 
it  will  be  found,  that  the  moft  confiderable  ad- 
vantages have  been  gained  by  the  ufe  of  one 
medicine  in  particular),  but  more  on  account 
of  the  attendant  fingulanties,  in  its  mode  of 
attack  principally,  in  its  progrefs,  and  in  the 
various  phenomena  exhibited  during  the 

whole  courfe  of  the  difeafe. 

By  adding  my  mite  to  the  general  flock  of 
medical  information,  1 hope  1 am  going  no 
farther  than  doing  a duty  ; which,  at  the 
fame  time,  while  inflrudive  to  myfelf,  I trull, 
will  be  no  lefs  ufeful  to  the  generality  of  medi- 
cal readers. 
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